
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Beginning Biblical Hebrew 
Aleph-Bet, Basic Reading, and Research Skills 

 
 

 
Course Description: 

Beginning Hebrew: Aleph-Bet, Basic Reading, and Research Skills.  
. 
Beginning Hebrew will explore the study, practice, and use of Hebrew for researching 
the Scriptures. Through course readings, course assignments, and discussion 
participation each individual will: 
 

•  identify each Hebrew letter and find the roots of words; 
 
• develop skills to analyze and help understand Hebrew definitions and 

understand scriptural passages that are hard to understand in English or other 
languages; and 

 
• Read through scripture in Hebrew.   

 
Course Information: Online Morah:  Huldah Dauid 
  
Time: 30 mins per week, & 1 hour per 
week personal study activity 

email: huldahdauid@herroyalroots.com 

Location: YouTube Website: HerRoyalRoots.com 
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Prerequisites:  No prior experience with Hebrew is necessary. 
 
Required Text & Materials 
 
Learn to Read Biblical Hebrew 
ISBN-13: 978-1589395848  
 
Ancient Hebrew Lexicon of the Bible  
ISBN-13: 978-1589397767 
 
Email me if you don’t want to buy a physical copy and I will send you the digital version. 
 
Optional Resources: 
Etymological Dictionary of Biblical Hebrew 
ISBN-13: 978-1583304310 
 
Course Goals 
The primary goal of Beginning Biblical Hebrew is to help you study scripture more 
effectively: 

§ Become knowledgeable about Hebrew Culture and Context 

§ Become knowledgeable about the importance of knowing the Hebrew Language 

§ Recognize the differences between western and Hebraic thought 

§ Recognize the important scriptural beliefs and positions and how they are birthed;  

§ Become a self-sufficient studier of Scripture who can show themselves approved 
 
Course Assignments 

  
Readings  

• Readings as assigned in LBH book 
• Chapter Readings in Hebrew 

 
Hebrew Writing Practice 

• Practice Writing each Hebrew letter 
• Copying scriptural passages in Hebrew 

 
Word Studies 

• Prepare a word study using scripture and cultural context  
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Course Schedule* 

*NOTE: (Order of topics may vary. Schedule subject to change.)  
(Each Assignment is due at the beginning of the next class meeting.) 

CI 250 Course Schedule  

Session Topic Assigned Today 

1 
9/5 

Introduction: Why learn Hebrew, difference 
between Hebrew and Greek thought, different 
script, translational errors. 
How to use Hebrew Lexicon 

 

2 
9/12 

Part 1: The Aleph-bet 
Lesson 1- Aleph, Beyt 
Lesson 2- Mem, Yud 

 

3 
9/19 

Lesson 3- Nun, Hey 
Lesson 4- Lamed, Vav  

 

4 
9/26 

Lesson 5- Resh, Shin 
Lesson 6- Ayin, Tet 

 

5 
10/3 

Lesson 7- Tav, Dalet 
Lesson 8- Tsade, Quph 

 

6 
10/10 

Lesson 9- Chet, Kaph 
Lesson 10- Zayin, Pey  

 

7 
10/17 

 Lesson 11- Gimel, Samech 
   Lesson Transliterations 

 

8 
10/24 

Part 2: Reading Practice 
The Hebrew 
Transliteration 

 

9 
10/31 

Part 3: Roots, Prefixes, Nouns, etc.  

10 
11/7 

Roots, Prefixes, Nouns, etc. II  
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11 
11/14 

Part 4: Translating Lessons 
  Lesson 1- Genesis 1:1 
 

 

12 
11/21 

Lesson 2- Genesis 1:2  

13 
11/28 

Lesson 3- Genesis 1:3  

14 
12/6 

Lesson 4- Genesis 1:4 & 5  

15 
12/12 

TBA  

Break 
 

TBA  

Disclaimer 

All information that is shared is done so in love. I am not a Hebrew Scholar. The goal and the 
objective is to provide tools in order to allow those who are interested an opportunity to study 
for themselves using tools that will advance their understanding of scripture. The books that are 
used are for structural purposes. The thoughts, beliefs, and convictions of the authors are not 
mine. I am in no way profiting from the use of the selected material. I have no affiliation with 
Ancient Hebrew Research or their authors. The content of this course will be guided by the spirit 
of Yah and any contentions or arguments are not welcome. The information is free and can be 
shared as anyone sees fit. 
 
Permission of use by Ancient Hebrew Research Center 
Please feel free to use, copy or distribute any material on this site for non-profit educational purposes 
only. All we ask is that you note that it comes from us and include a link to the appropriate page. 
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IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  
______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Learn Hebrew? 

 

A translation of the Biblical text is a translator's 

"interpretation" of the text. The translator's beliefs will 

often influence how the text will be translated and anyone 

using his translation is seeing it through his eyes rather 

than the original authors. Only by studying the original 

language of the Bible can one see the text in its original 

state. 

 

Learning the Hebrew language can be both fun and 

exciting. By simply studying the pages that follow, for just 

a few minutes a day, you will soon be reading Hebrew, 

build a Hebrew vocabulary and even begin translating 

Biblical passages for your self. 

 

About Hebrew 

 

The English word "alphabet" is derived from the first two 

letters of the Greek Alphabet--Alpha and Beta. Hebrew on 

the other hand, uses the word "alephbet," the first two 

letters of the Hebrew alephbet--aleph and bet. The Hebrew 
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alephbet consists of 22 consonants. The vowels (called 

nikkudot, nikkud in the singular) are dots and dashes 

added above and below the consonants. One advantage to 

Hebrew is that the sound for each letter remains 

consistent, unlike English where one has to memorize 

many variations. For instance, the word circus contains the 

letter "c" twice, the first time it is pronounced like an "S" 

while the second time it is pronounced like a "K." In 

Hebrew, the letter K is always pronounced as a "K." 

 

Unlike English, which is read from left to right, Hebrew is 

read from right to left just as many other Semitic 

languages do including Aramaic and Arabic. This may 

sound difficult at first but in a very short time you will get 

used to it. 

 

When sounding out a word, it will be easier if you 

remember the Consonant (C) and Vowel (V) patterns of 

Hebrew words. In English, the consonants and vowels 

may be arranged in any order, such as in the word "circle" 

which has a C+V+C+C+C+V pattern. Hebrew on the 

other hand, is very consistent, and each word will usually 

follows a C+V+C+V+C... pattern. The Hebrew word %,l,m 

(melek - king) contains the pattern C+V+C+V+C, Ak,l,m 

(meleko – his king) is C+V+C+V+C+V and %,l,m'h 

(hamelek – the king)  is C+V+C+V+C+V+C.  

 

The pronunciations of some of the consonants and vowels 

have changed over the centuries but this does not affect 

the meaning of words as the letters of the words define it, 

and not the sounds. We will learn to pronounce them 

according to the Modern Hebrew pronunciation. Modern 

Hebrew pronunciation is also divided into two parts, 

Ashkenazi and Sephardic. Since Sephardic is the 
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pronunciation adopted by the Modern State of Israel, we 

will use this pronunciation. 

 

About this Book 

 

When I began to study the Hebrew language I used several 

different resources but found that they were not compiled 

in a format for beginning Hebrew students. I began to 

arrange charts and lists with the necessary information as a 

ready resource for learning and reading the Hebrew Bible. 

 

This book is the result. Included in this book are lessons 

for learning the alephbet, verbs, nouns, adjectives and 

sentence structure. 

 

If at any time you have questions about the Ancient 

Hebrew Research Center, this book, its content or the 

lessons, please feel free to E-mail your questions or 

comments to us through our web site;  

 

http://www.ancient-hebrew.org 

  

Additional Resources 

 

It should be kept in mind that this book is not meant to be 

used for in-depth Biblical study, but as a reference guide 

for Biblical reading practice, vocabulary building and 

sentence comprehension. More specific dictionaries and 

lexicons will be necessary for more in-depth study. 
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Through the process of Hebraic studies, you will want to 

dig deeper into the meaning of specific words and phrases. 

At this point the purchase of a Hebrew Bible and a 

Hebrew Lexicon will be helpful. There are several different 

kinds of Hebrew Bibles. The standard Hebrew Bible will 

be a Bible written only in Hebrew. The Interlinear Bible 

will have the Hebrew on one line and the English 

translation for each word under each Hebrew word.  A 

Parallel Bible will have the Hebrew text on one page and 

the English translation on the other 

 

There are several different Lexicons but be sure that the 

one you purchase includes all the words of the Bible with 

the prefixes and suffixes attached. This will allow you to 

look up a word even if you do not know the root. I 

recommend Benjamin Davidson's Hebrew and Chaldee 

Lexicon of the Bible. 
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PPaarrtt  11  

TThhee  AAlleepphhbbeett  
______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Each of following eleven lessons introduces two new 

consonants and may or many not introduce new vowels. 

Each lesson will also include a practice section, new 

vocabulary words and sentences. The practice session will 

allow you to practice the new letters and vowels and 

refresh yourself on old ones. The vocabulary section will 

consist of a few words using the new letters and vowels to 

begin building your Hebrew vocabulary. The Sentences 

will allow you to begin using your new words in 

sentences.  

 

To assist you in learning the letters and words, I 

recommend that you put the letters and words you are 

learning on flashcards so that you can study them at any 

time.  

 

Transliterations of each of the lessons are provided at the 

end of the lessons to assist with pronunciation. When 

reading these transliterations, remember to use the correct 

Hebrew sound for each vowel. For example the 

transliterated Hebrew vowel sound "o" is the long "o" 

sound as in the English word "rope."  
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Alephbet and Vowels 

 
The following is a chart of all the consonants in the 

Hebrew Alephbet. This chart includes all the variations for 

each letter. For example the letter beyt can be written as B 

or b. Several of the letters have a final form as well and 

are also included (such as m and ~). 

 

Lamed l  Aleph a 
Mem ~ m  Beyt B b 
Nun ! n  Gimel g 
Samech s  Dalet d 
Ayin [  Hey h 
Pey @ P p  Vav w 
Tsade # c  Zayin z 
Quph q  Chet x 
Resh r  Tet j 
Shin f v  Yud y 
Tav t  Kaph & $ K k 
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The Vowels 

 

Below are the names for each of the Hebrew vowels. The 

letter aleph is used below to show the placement of each 

vowel and is not part of the vowel. 
 

Cholam maley A  Qamats 'a 
Qubbuts ua  Patach ;a 
Shuruq W  Segol ,a 
Chataph qamats \a  Tsere ea 
Chataph patach ]a  Sh'va .a 
Chataph segol /a  Chireq ia 
   Cholam oa 
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Letter Comparisons 

 

Several of the Hebrew letters are very similar and at the 

beginning they are easily confused with other letters that 

look alike. Below is a chart showing letters of similarity in 

order to make the reader familiar with the slight 

differences. 

 

Beyt b  Dalet d  Kaph k 
Kaph k  Resh r  Pey p 
        

Beyt b  Vav w  Mem m 
Pey p  Zayin z  Tet j 
        

Gimel g  Vav w  F. Mem ~ 
Nun n  F. Nun !  Samech s 
        

Hey h  Zayin z  Samech s 
Chet x  F. Nun !  Tet j 
        

Hey h  Chet x  Ayin [ 
Tav t  Tav t  Tsade c 
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Lesson 1 – aleph, beyt 

Consonants 

a The "Aleph" is the first letter of the Hebrew 

alephbet. This consonant is silent. 

 

b The "Beyt" is pronounced two ways, a "b" as in 

"ball," and as "v" as in "visit." When a dagesh (a dot 

in the middle of the letter) appears in the middle of 

the letter (B) it will have the "b" sound. When the 

letter appears without the dagesh (b) the letter is 

pronounced "v."  

Vowels 

'a This vowel, "qamats," (the little "T" shaped mark 

under the aleph) is pronounced "ah" as in "father."  

 

;a This vowel, "patach," is also pronounced "ah" as in 

"father." 

Practice 

'b ;a 'a 'B ;a 'a ;B 'b ;a ;B `1 
a'B b'a a'B b'a a;B a'b `2 
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Vocabulary 

Came - a'B `2  Father - b'a `1 

Sentences 

Father came. - a'B b'a `1 
 

 

 

 



STRONG, POWER, LEADER, 
SOURCE,  

HOUSE, IN, FAMILY, WOMB 

GO, TRAVEL, WALK, GATHER, 
CAMEL, CARRY, PERSUE

ENTRANCE, DOOR, PATH-
WAY, DEMENSION, HANG

WINDOW, THE, LOOK, 
REVEAL, BREATH, SIGH

ADD, SECURE, HOOK, NAIL, 
CONNECTION, AND

PLOW, WEAPON, SWORD, 
DIG, CUT, THE WORD

GROUP, FENCE, OUTSIDE, DIVIDE, 
SEPARATION, TENT WALL

SURROUND, CONTAIN, MUD, 
SERPENT

ARM, HAND, REACH, WORK, 
THROW, WORSHIP, DEED

BEND, OPEN, ALLOW, TAME, CUP, 
BLESSING, PALM, RECEIVE

TEACH, INSTRUCT, YOKE, BIND, 
MOVE, TOWARD, FORCE

MOTION, CHAOS, MIGHTY, 
BLOOD

CONTINUE, HEIR, SON, 
MANIFEST, SPERM

HOLD, PROTECT, PROP, 
SUPPORT

SEE, VISION, PROTECTION, 
FORCUS, WATCH, EXPERIENCE

TALK, BLOW, SCATTER, SPEAK

WAIT, CHASE, SNARE, HUNT, 
FISH, 

CONDENSE, CIRCLE, TIME 

FIRST, BEGINNING, TOP, HEAD, 
HIGH, CHEIF

SHARP, PRESS, EAT, 
CONSUME, DESTROY, FIRE, 
TWO DANGLERS (BREAST)

MARK, SIGN, SIGNATURE, 
CROSS

OX HEAD

NOMADIC TENT 
FLOORPLAN

FOOT

TENT DOOR

MAN WITH RAISED 
HANDS

TENT PEG

PLOUGH

TENT WALL

BASKET

HAND AND ARM

OPEN PALM

SHEPHERD STAFF/ 
GOAD

WATER

SPROUTING SEED

THORN

EYE

MOUTH

MAN ON HIS SIDE

SUN AT THE HORIZON

HEAD OF A MAN

TWO FRONT TEETH

TWO CROSSED STICKS

SILENT LETTER

SILENT LETTER

B as in Boy
V as in Vine 

G as in Girl

D as in Door

H as in Hat

V as in Vine
Ow as in WOW

Z as in Zebra

T as in Toy

(Soft) 
CH as in baCH

Y as in Yard

Ts as in nuTs

Q as in Queen

T as in Tall

R as in Rake

K as in Kite
CH as in BaCH

Sh as in Shore
S as in Sand

P as in Put
F as in Far

L as in Light

M as in Moon

N as in Night

S as in Sun

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
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20

30

40
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60

70

80

90

100

200

300

400
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